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IIT self-help for facility

SUBHANKAR “As news of the project

=& ¥
CHOWDHURY

M Bypass: IIT Khamngpur
(il aliot Ks 10 crore for build-
12 & centre of excellence on
dvanced manufacturing
schiologiis for heavy indus-
es, the move necessitated by
e Centre's decisbon to serap
project that was supposed to
artly fursd the fcility

The institute on Wednes-
ay signed o deal with the de-
arrment of heavy ivdustries
» launch the centre. The
Infons minkster of state for
eavy Industries and public
nterprises, Babul Supriyo,
s present on (he oocasion.

Following objections from
do finance ministry, the Con-
e bad in early September
mked Vishwajest, o project
at would have resulted in al-
watbon of Rs 8,700 crore to
even top Indian Institutes of
echnology (1Ts) as part an
ngoing effort to enhance
velr ghobal standing.

Unbon minister of state for heavy Industries and public
enderpeises, Babul Suprivo, and the director of IT
Partha Pratim C} i, at a city hotel
on Wednesdiny. Pt by Bistrasrg D

The fnance minkstry had
rejected the human resource
development ministry’s ve-
quest for in-principle approval
of the project, arguing that the
1T should first address “fun-
damental issues” such as the
antonomy 1o fix fees and rais-
ing resaurces from corporate
hoxises.

0T Kharagpur was sug-
posed to got Rs 3000 erore
from the bouguet, From that
pood, s 10 crore was to beallo-
cates] for the centre of excel-
lence on advanced manuCac-
turing technologies, which is
brring developed with the min
istry of heavy industries at an
estimated cost of Rs & crove.

being scrapped reached us, we
decided to go abead with the
lnunch of the centre with our
own funds," Partha Pratim
Chakrabartl, the director of
T Kharagpar, tokd Metro

Chakrabarti sl the

scrapping of Vishwajeet was a

setback” for the institute as it
had planned to launch some
“ambitiows™ projects with the
carpus it would have got un
der the project.

An IIT official said the cen-
tre would start fusctioning
from labs on the campus
“Later, & funds start pourtng
in, we will build a permanent

rec
tokd this newspaper on August
B that they were in the prooess
of creating centres af exoel-
letsee in six domains of strate-
gle importance and develop
worll-class Iaboratary infra
structure under these centres
based on the core strength of
the institute




